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Substance of a Sermon 
HE C. P. CHURCH, AT LEB: 
SBATH IN MAY 


bring to 1 


V en a divine hand in Paul’s preaehing 


hing to the Gentiles the unsearchable 


which the wise of this world could not understand. 


from the fact that, in the estimation of others, he was weak, a 


nd 
his speech contemptible; and in his own opinion he seemed to have 
coined a word to convey a just idea of his infinite littleness: ‘less than 
the least of all saints’’-—not only the least, but less than the least.— 
Reason and philosophy would never have chosen him to preach to 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; and frum the fact that 
he is preaching, the boasting Pharisee and wise Greek are utterly con- 
founded, both as to the means employed and the matteradvanced. It 
must be grace that furnished the matter and supreme wisdom and 
power that chose the man. 


But 2nd. It was not only confounding to the wise of this world to! 
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choose such a man in view of nature and also of religion. Paul wasa 
Jew, and of the strictest sect of that religion—a Pharisee. He es- 
(eemed himself better than any other sect of the Jewish religion. And 
the Jews had no dealings with the Gentiles, but called them dogs.— 
Was there nota Divine hand in the appointment calculated to bring 
to naughtthe understanding of the prudent? 

But 3d. He had been opposed to Christ, and most bitterly persecu- 
ted his followers. For this man to preach to the peeple he despised 
a Christ or Saviour he had opposed—to preach to such a people a 
free, full and an eternal salvation by a Christ he had despised—to do 
this successfully and to lose his own life in so doing, and to glory in 
losing his life for Christ’s sake and the Gentiles—who, according to 
the wisdom of this world, can account for it? 

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this 
world? Hath not God, in this arrangement, made foolish the wisdom 
of this world? 

But ifthe question be asked, why did God adopt such an economy? 
I answer that God might be just, that man might be saved, and that 
no flesh might glory in his presence. 

The Genti'es were sinners, and as such were under obligation to 
suffer the just displeasure of God. The Jews were alsosinners. God 
hath concluded both in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon ail. 
The Jew and the Gentile included the whole world; the world was 


sinful and deserved punishment. That God would have mercy upon 


the world deserving death, and give up or punish his own son, a pure- 
ly innocent person, for the guilty, is astonishing. 

The person of Christ, his life, death, resurrection, ascension and 
his coming to judge both quick and dead, have all been rejected by 


the wise of this world. Christ, the annointed, sustains a relation to 


God and the whole universe, and is endeared to this world by taking 


its guilt upon himself and securing pardon to the sinner, by faith in 


0 


his blood. 

Paul was authorized to preach him as rich, and having, as our Sa- 
viour, procured unseatchable riches fur uhe Gentiles, for the world; 
and we consider ourselves as authorized to preach the unsearchable 
riches of Christ in the nineteenth century, in these ends of the earth, 
although it may appear inconsistent with the wisdom of the world at 
the present day. 

Christ has personal riches, as well as mediatorial riches. This per- 
sonage, Christ, is one of the holy Trinity and possesses essential rich- 
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es; personally he belongs to the being of God, and as such. possesses 


infinke perfection. He is personally infinite, eternal and unchangea- 
ble in his being, wisdom, power holiness, justice, goodness and truth. 
We may well exclaim with Paul, ‘‘O! the depth of the riches, both ot 


the wisdom and knowledge of God; how unsearchable are his jud 


ments, and his ways past find 


ng out.”’ But heis not only esser 


rich, but he is also rich by appointment. I[n the arrangements ¢ 


united Three, he was appointed heir of all things, aud as suc 
P| 

cipainties p ywers, th ones a id dominions are a | at his command.— 
J i i ' ind nie am. 4 :, all t] , er 
mie 1s rich in nature an rich in possessions—ail things wt cl 
»y him and for him, and by him all things consist. A uni 

igent beings could not exist without such an appointm ] ; 
the Alpha and Omega uf creation. It could not come into existence 


without such an arrangement, and can only de perpetuated by him. 


The highest order of intelligent beings being « 

nite distance from God: for, according to 

nted as even looking down on the things that 
And according to our confession of faith, Chap. 7, th 
tween the Creator and creature is so great, that although | avi 

reatures do owe obedience to him as their Creator, yet they never 
could have had any fruition of him, as their blessedness and reward, 
without a voluntary condescension on the part of God, which he has 
been pleased to make by way of covenant. 

The following thoughts on this subject we think are sustained by the 
Bib 

Intelligent beings must be moral, and moral beings must be hols 
in order to happiness. Happiness depends on holiness:—a sinful be- 


ing cannot be happy, anda holy being cannot be miserable. Intelli- 


gent beings must be created holy or upright, but not confirmed in 
thatstate. In orderthat holiness, whichis the essence of happiness 
may be sustained, the holiness of the Creator, or his moral perfections 
of which holiness ts the aggregate, must shine upon that principle in 
the heart of the creature, or it cannot be sustained, and if it be not 
sustained, happiness is lost; and if happiness be lost, the great object 
in creation is lost: for God created intelligent beings to ‘glorify and 
enjoy him forever.” Therefore, to create a moral universe incident 
to evil, whose happiness depends on holiness, and holiness in the 
creature depends on a clear view of the moral excellence of God—and 
to place these beings so remote from the original source of holiness 


aad happiness that they could not behold that glory, so as to maintain 
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that purity which is the essence of happiness, would seem contrary to 
all the perfections of God, And as finite beings must be thus far re- 
moved, say atan infinite distance, where that glorious influence could 
not reach them, so as to sustain their holiness and consequently their 
happiness, without some condescension on the part of the Creator;— 





therefore God, in view of creating a moral universe which was liable 
to fall, formed a constitution or arrangement in view of, and adapted 
to, all the incidents of such a universe. The United Three, constitu- 
ting the being of God, covenanted and purposed that one should be 
the conservative of the God-head and direct the whole plan; another 
the second, the grand medium, through whom all communication 
should be made, and could be made from the infinite to the finite 


og 
S 


und from the finite to the infinite, and by whom alone all difficulties 
could be adjusted in the moral universe. The third was appointed as 
the agent to bring every thing into existence, through the medium of 
the second by the direction of the first. The firstis called the Father, 
the second the Son, the third the Holy Ghost. The three are one, 
not only in essence, but also indesign. They are one in essence and 
design, three in person, three in office; and the most perfect unison 
of design is manifested in all their operations. But as our text calls 
our attention more immediately to Christ, the second person, we will 
further remark, that in his important office, he is the voice that Adam 
heard in the garden, in the coo! ofthe day; he is the word who is God, 
was with God, and who was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us. As 
a word is the sign of an idea, and as a voice conveys the will of one 
to another, so in this grand office he is the word, the medium through 
whom every communication is made from the infinite to the finite, and 
by whom a moral universe can be, and is brought into existence.— 
See Colossians, 1:16,17—‘'By him, (Jesus Christ, not by abstract di- 
vinity,) were all things created that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions or 
principalities or powers, all things were created by him, and for him 
—and he is before all things; and by him all things consist.” See 
gospel by John, chap. 1, vs. Ist to 14th inclusive; also Hebrews chap 


1, and a great number of proofs. 


Reference may be had to the whole Bibie, which will fully sustain 
this position. Jesus Christ possesses underived divinity, but was ap- 
pointed the mediator or middle one. All things were created by him 
and for him:—and by him all things consist. ‘The Lord possessed 


me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old; I was set up 
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from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was,” &c.— 


=? ad 
Prov. 8. He is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. And 
being appointed heir of all things, he is unsearchably rch. But he is 
not only unsearchably rich, by being appoint d the heir of all things 


t | h as the head of the church, and possesses unsearch- 


1 , 
Dut ne 18 aiso;ri 


able riches as a Mediator wr Saviour of our Jost and ruined world.— 


This world is poor, poor as relates to legal rights and privi 
poor in merit, poor in knowledge, poorin ability to do good Phis 
world is gu iorant and prone to evil, and that continuallr. It 
1s sO 1 i { ct S ¢ But we re ul 1 to 
pr ich t iab s of ( st nefit of this po 
orld | = t made in ti : s of 
man i i] 1God ] t »< ! i 
( ] S i il i ub ( 
iOT t 
| 
i ) i i >» Vi 
1 “— j ‘ 
a at : } 
4 ; ‘ ‘ 
' 
i i I i | | \ 
J 
f . ! r, t —_ 
r 
VW 7 t | it \« 
| 
id i ‘ i to = 
nit ‘ em y b i r ) r- 
] i ne ¢ n to l a ! l 
set 4 i nt « 1 day { 
nner « s 
Qndlv. We » authorized to preach the unsearchable riches of di- 
vine influence secured by him for a sinful and depraved world, light 
for the world, reproof for the world.—John, chapter 16:8. A measure 
of divine influence 1s needed by every man, provided for every man 


and given to every man. 

3dly. There is a richness in the requisition he makes of man. He 
requires every sinner to repent and believe the gospel; and these exer- 
cises can be put forth by the ability that God giveth. The sinner is 
called upon to perform what he must do in order to be happy. He 
must choose life in order to be happy; but cannot be coerced. He 
can choose life by the aid of the Holy Spirit. There are riches in 
Christ for the believer: a free and full pardon for all his sins, a rich 
inheritance to which he is entitled, called a purchased possession by 
the blood of Christ. The sinner by faith is a child of God, by adop- 
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tion is an heir to that rich inheritance, and by the renewing aud sane» 
tifying influence of the Holy Spirit is assimilated into the divine im- 
age, receives the spirit of a son, and cries Abba Father! Christ pos- 
sesses sanctifying riches unsearchable for us. “Sin shall not have 
dominion over you.” “My grace is sufficient for you,” &c. 

4thly. Christ is ansearchably rich in means. The Bible was dicta- 
ted by the Holy Spirit and written by holy men as they were moved 
by the Holy Spurit; it is a rich book, replete with instruction, doctrine, 
correction, promises, and every thing to make the man of God per- 
fect. The Bible to the world is better than thousands of gold and sil- 
ver. Christ possesses unsearchable riches to sustain the believer in 
his journey to heaven, as well as riches to entitle and qualify him for 
heaven. Strength shall be equal to his day, and his light afiliction 
shall work out for him a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. Because [ live, says Christ, ye shall live also. Christ is the 
he lieve r’s life, and his life is not derived, he has it in himself. The 
fulness of the God-head bodily dwells in him, and out of his fulness 
have all received grace for grace. Christ as our Saviour is not only 
unsearchably rich in revelation, but has many copies of the same book 
‘ontaining unsearchable riches for us, and this revelation is written in 
many languages. There are many copies in every tongue, and many 
gents employed in printing and circulating these copies. All the 
Bible Societies as well as all the Bibles are his. He is rich in preach- 
ers. All men called by the Holy Ghost are his ministers, with all their 
ariety of gifts, ‘‘whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas.” He is also 
rich "A religious books and tracts. All schools of learning are his— 
whether literary, moral or religious. All civil governments are his.— 
In a word, he is unsearchably rich in instrumentality to benefit the 
world of mankind. He is rich asa judge. All judgement is given 
to the Son, ‘‘that all men should honor the Son even as they honor the 
Father.’ There is a richess in his being the judge of all. 

If the world had its choice, who should be the judge? would not 
all say let him who died for us be the judge? If clemency can be 
ee by any one, it will be shown by him who loved us and gave 


himself for us. Not only the christian, but the sinner would say, 


let Christ be the judge of all. 

6th. He is rich in immortality. He las power and has promis- 
ed to destroy the last enemy, which is death; to swallow up death 
in victory;—not only to conquer death, but also to devour it, to 


swallow it up and to leave not a vestige of either old man or child 
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under the influence of mortality. The dead, small and great, shall 
be raised. ‘‘Mortal shall put on immortality, corruption shall put on 


incorruption.’’ My brethrn, it isa pleasing thought that we are au- 


thorised to preach the unsearchable riches of immortality in Christ for 
our mortal!y poor world. Christ is really the resurrection and the life; 
he has all the treasures of immortality for our sinful world. Will not 
the wisdom of the wise and the understanding of the prudent be con 
founded at the great rising day? 

He has not only the unsearchable riches of immortality, but he has 


the uusearchable riches of gi t] 


ry for all who put their trust in him.— 
He has, as our Saviour, every thing at his command to make our bliss 
complete; we shall be like and with him forever; he has for us all the 
bliss that angels can afford; those pure spirits shall be our attendants 


through ati the fields of pleasure, designed to make our happiness 
PE 


complete; the spirits of just men made perfect, being reunited with 
their bodies, spiritualized, immortal, honorable and glorious; the infant 
of a day, the saint of an hundred ora thousand years old will be asso- 
ciated together; the patriarchs, the prophets, the gospel-day saints 


ministers, people, the regular pastor, the missionary, and individuals 
of every language shall meet in heaven; parents, children, nearest 
friends, dearest relatives, long-parted friends, who parted in hope 
have met in fruition, to aid in consummating the bliss of each other 
Joy will be perpetual, friends will part no more, the divine glory will 
never be hid from the view. Ina word, Christ has every thing to 
make our happiness complete; his soft hand will wipe all tears from 
every face; every face shall shine as the face of an angel, and our bo- 
dies shall be fashioned like unto the glorious body of Christ, who has 
all these riches fur us. Should we not esteem the name of Christ 
above every name, and prepare to crown him Lord of all? He reveals 
the divine glory to us, and is the medium through which the holiness 
end moral perfections of the God-head shine upon us so as to trans- 
form the heart and then maintain thut holiness in the finite being 
which is the essence of happiness. He, by his mediation, brings di- 
vine and eternal glories near the mind of man; and so rich are his 
promises that new and rich glories will be developed to the finite mind 
forever and ever. 

We will conclude by a practical improvement of the subject. And 
1. The gospel scheme, as devised, is calculated to excite humility, and 
especially in the ministry—many, if not all of whom, may consider 
themselves less than the least of all saints, yet have been entrusted 
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with the gospel or this grace, to preach among the Gentiles or sin- 
ners the unsearchable riches of Christ. It is the grace of God that 
makes gospel ministers; they do notmake themselves. 2. We should 
learn that our wisdom is foolishness, that ou: strength is weakness 
and that Christ to us is all, and in all. 3. Let the doctrines of the 


text inspire love to God, whw gave his Son, and who with him wil 


frely give us all things, even more than we can ask or think. T 
him be glory and honor given. Amen. 
ie 9 =n 
Cditor’s Nepartntent. 
b ard of Pul lication. 

VV wv tii Crit nt ES AND BRETHREN OF ¢ i i) NOMINA 
BELO\ ) BRETHREN:—Y now thatr ng v is ac 

( ia ¢ I i « ect I 

‘ ‘ \ ( j ‘ i \ the 

thre t { tal mi Ss are e! 

7 gar sp the 

] ( ot! ul } Ww anc 

tn 
? Sin Wi ( 1 
( risti i roil or }.4 1 ¢ tions 
cannot « t al \ e « it t use ol 
the me ! ed A « ( ( not ire a lit 
erature w dapted to itself except in the use of appropriate means. 
Whatever may be necessary and important to enlarge its ability to do 
good, an ! establish it on a broad and perm unent basis; this is neither 
the least necessary nor the least important instrumentality. It has 
been well said by M. F. Tupper:— 
*O Books! ye mont ts of 1 1, sweet sol s of d 
Gentle comrades, kind advisers: who can weigh your worth 


Channing remarked, “In the best books great men talk to us—give us 
their most precious thoughts and pour their souls into ours. God be 
thanked for Books. They are the voices of the distant and the dead, 
and make us heirs of the spiritual life of past ages. They give to all 
who faithfully use them, the spiritual presence of the best and greatest 
of our race. No matter how poor I am, if Milton will cross my thresh- 
hold to sing to me of Paradise, and Shakespear te open to me the 
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worlds of imagination and the workings of the human heart, and 
Franklin to enrich me with his practical wisdom, I shall not pine for 
want of intellectual companionship.” With equal, ay, with greater 
truth and force these remarks apply to Books through which there run 


rich veins of evangelical thought and spiritual emotion. 


Brethren, you are aware of the existence of a Board for our denom- 
ination, our newspapers have apprised you of its object. That itis a 
laudable and important one is readily admitted by all. We do not 
know that there are any extreme opinions or violent persons oppos- 
ed toit. We trust there arenone. To us, as a people, a sound and 
cheap denominational literature is an indispensable {instrumentality 
{ 


efficiently and fully to carry out the distinct orderand principles « 
Our Organization. Our internal wants are most urgent and pressing 
To meet these wants, as well as to extend the beneficial influence of 
our order and doctrines, there is a necessity for special effort. Many 
can renderimportant aid, all should Jend a helping hand. The Board 
confidently expect to find encouragement in the manifested convic- 
tion*of persons of intelligence and liberality in every part of the church 
Where there is a proper appreciation of the importance of the move- 
ment, there wili surely be a disposition to contribute liberally to its 
support. To commence operations the Board must have funds; they 
cannot be expected to operate without means. Can these long be 
wanting, when there is an adaptedness in the organization to accom- 
plish its object, and that object is unquestionably important and 
worthy. 

Defects may be pointed out and corrected by experience; but it is 
believed that a foundation has been laid in the constitution of the 
Board of Publication for the accomplishment of some good—how 


great measure, upon the success in raising 


much, will depend, ina 
funds and the energy with which the operation of the Board shall be 
conducted. To provide funds and mature detailed arrangements ne- 
cessary to sustain and carry forward the whole movement must be a 
work of time. Patient, presevering labor is the indispensable condi- 
tion to the accomplishment of this, as it is of every other good. The 
Board needs the assistance of the churches to aid it in its labors to 
advance the cause of Christian literature and benevolence among 
them—their labors wil! be unavailing without that strong public senti* 
ment of the church which its well directed efforts and the co-operation 
of its friends, will, it ishoped, aid in creating and sustaining. Will 
they not, every where, be up and doing in this acceptable and very 
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important service? The beneficial influence of such a united and per- 
severing movement on the general cause of religion in the West and 
South, and particular interests of our denomination, is a consequence 
which cannot escape the attention of its intelligent and observing 


members and friends. Every one should exert an influence in favor 


if the enter rise D4 substar id in all propel ways. Ey ry minis- 

r, devoted to the service of church, in the true spirit 0 his eall- 
ng shou ce influence ehalf « Boar 
We \ if ) { 1 which it to engag i 
rand th nand cot of the friends of our order through- 
it its entire bounds. Thei rs, their counsels, their eflorts and 
their money, we trust w e ready ministers of good through 

tot ( t to thousands it is intended tv 
s) 

Li I \ id ex ol engacing energet \ » the ne 
terprise for which the Board \ nstituted, is aot the great question 
vw I ris itthe op ! 1 Tor the prosecuit not th wor 
The ques ve | ! land decided with remarkab 

unanimity 

The most s cessiu ! tua in must be the best on Phis 
admits of no question. : i plan, we think, ts embodied in the 
Constitution of the Board pted by the last Geveral Assembly 
Whether it be or not, it adi f amendment, as time and experience 
may point out such as should be made. The question of greatest mo- 
ment, now, is action. This is the principal hinge upon which the 
fate of ft e matte rt The Board can neithe rt ne 
go forw lin its work f It can not oper without 
mone What power | e | s to work, if the he aoes not 
throw into t mits warm 

Will the funds requisite lo a ncer F long u ’ The 


principle, upon which it is proposed to raise the fund 1s that of volun- 


tary donation from individuals, churches, and Presbyteries, and by per- 
sons constituting themselves honorary members of the Board. What 
individual, congregation, or Presbytery will take the lead? Here lies 
the rub. Who will constitute themselves honorary members for ten 
years by the payment of $25, or an honorary life member by paying 
$50 ora larger sum? The real friends of the enterprise feel in their 
pocket. Since it aims to advance the good of the whole church, may 
st not expect to have the sympathy, the prayers and donations of all 
its members? Whether the sum be great or small, let each one give 


something, for the object is good and worthy. 
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In further remarks upon the subject, we propose to make a few brief 
suggestions in regard to some other things essential to start and contin- 
ue the operations of the Board of Publication. 

Our remarks proceed upon the principle that the Board itself is nec- 
essary. Its creation shows that such was the judgment of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. Its correctness will not be called in question Dy the 
sober practical sense of the church. 

It is necessary for all who approve the object, proposed to be effec- 
ted by means of the Board to aid it by their patronage, their dona- 
tions and their influence; even though it may not, in every particular 
exactly meet their views. What subject is there, which does notstrike 
different minds in a variety of ways? No public enterprise whatever 
could be put into operation, if those, who favored its genera! object 
and leading features refused to exert their influence in its behalf, un- 
til it was so shaped in all its details, as to be just what they desired. 
It is not possible in the nature of things. To expect it would be su- 
perlative folly. Nothing more unreasonable than to act upon such a 
principle. 

Co-operation is necessary to accomplish the work of the Board. 
Nothing is more evident. It must be confessed that the united action 
of the church, is hardly sufficient to do it. Then could it ever be ef- 
fected by divided and separate action; never, never! 

If it be right for two individuals, or churches to co-operate for the 
purpose of doing good, would it not be mght for twenty-five, a hun- 
dred or a thousand persons or churches to unite their efforts for effec- 
ting the same object? We do not see how any intelligent christian 
could consistently object to this: united they can readily accomplish 
what, it would be folly to attempt in a divided condition. The con- 
centrated public opinion of our denomination is essential to an ener- 
getic and beneficial operation of the publishing enterprise among us 
rhat in union there is strength, is a trite saying, not less true im mo- 
rals than in physics. Is itnot a principle brought to bearin the cause 
of error and evil, 2s well as in that of truth and righteousuess? The 
infidel and and anti-christian associations of the day are formed upon 
this very principle. So upon it are founded all the great charitable 
and beneficial organizations of our age for suppressing evils and pro- 
moting the good of society. If we disregard it in our measures to do 
good; it is easy to tell the result. 

Moderation is essential to the operation of the Board of Publication. 
As stated above it cannot act efficiently without united and harmo- 
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nious effort. It is in vain to expect this, if we have not moderation 





among us. Ultraism raises an unyielding, fierce, sepatating spirit. 
Nothing is more destructive of harmony and co-operation, than the 
sordid selfishness and obstinacy resulting from extreme opinions and 
violent feelings. Moderation is therefore indispensable to the suc- 
cessful action of the Board, or the efficient prosecution of any other 
public enterprise. 

Patience and perseverance are necessary. Howeverimportant a good 
beginning is in any business, there must be a patient continuance 
therein. We may neither expect to begin nor prosecute anything 
of importance without meeting difficulties and discouragements. To 
press through and overcome these we must exercise patience and per- 
severance. Those who will not do this, scarcely put their hands to 
an enterprise, ere they abandon it. Unstable as water, they shall not 
excel—they will not succeed in any undertaking. But they who 
possess and exercise the noble quatities of patience and perseverance 
are not soon disheartened by adverse circumstances. Having well! 
considered the matter, and being fully convinced of its value and im- 


portance, and of the best ways and means of effecting it; they are set- 


tied and strong in their purpose; they can face difficulties, breast dis- 
courayements, bear trials and shoulder burdens; and so work their way 
hrough all difficulties, patiently moving onward in the accompli 


ment of their object, by the dint of perseverance they shall overcome 


at the last. 

Humility 1s all important—it is essential. Humility is not indolent 
apathy nor sleepy shame, shrinking and fawning at the feet of the 
great in earth’s esteem—it is not destitute of the hife of sensibility, 
an abject thing too base to uphold truth and virtue when degraded. Hu- 
mility is born of law and wisdom, and its sweet persuasive smile chan 
zes contempt in reverence: it begets in the mind masculine sentiments 
which it vigorously holds: with the meekness of self-knowledge, it 
veils the front of self-respect: it is a royal christian spirit, which, a 
world cannot brow beat; and yetit makes a man humble asa child 
before God. The humble person is one whom none can know but 
they will honor. The humble do not hold themselves so cheaply, 
that others learn to despise them. They are not contemptible, be- 
cause of instability, weakness, timidity and folly. If such is hu- 
mility, how essential to the efficient operation of the enterprise, a- 
mong us, now under consideration. It is paralizing to our efforts 
in this, or any other good work, to think more highly of our- 
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selves as a people, than we ought; it is no less so to be wanting 
in due self-respect, and to place too low an estimate on our ability to 
do good. 

Would the slothful servant have hid his one talent, because another 
had two, and another five, if he had possessed humility? If an enter- 
prise has not a large fund, and strength to exert a strong and com- 
manding influence in its operations, and is not equal or superior to 


any thing of the kind in any other religious body; why do some per- 


sons withhold the aid which they could readily give? Do they expect 
a full grown fruit-bearing tree to arise at once from the seed planted 
in the nurse: thout time, care and attention; would they tel! the 
mother to on her infant because it had not the stature of a man? 
If not refuse the influence and funds, needed to set in motion, 
and give strength and ¢ ficiency to the operations of our Board of 


publication? it is because they have not humility. They wither and 


shrink from the curling, scoffing lip of scorn. To take their stand 
1? } 


n favor of a measure while feeble and unpopular, would make them 


reproachful conte my tible and despise d by its «nen Ss. T ney would 
not have he Iped the Jews to build the te: iple id the wall of Jerusa- 
lem, on their return from the Babylonian captivity. A Sanballat 
and a Tobiah would have driven them from the w . Nehemiah 
says, “It came to pass, that when Sanballat heard t we builded 


] 


the wall, he was wroth and took great indignation, and mocked the 
Jews. And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, 
and said, What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves 
will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will they revive 
the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish whic’ are irnt? Now 
Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said even that which they 
build, if a fox go up, he shall even break down their stone wall.” 
But the people had a mind for the work. The builders, cvery one had 
his sword by his side, an¢ so builded. The temple and wall rose.— 
They gathered to this work and continued in it. 


To adopt the language and sentiment of M. F. Tupper in his pro- 

verbial Philosophy, we say: 

‘Humility is the softening shadow before the stature of excellence, 

And lieth lowly on the ground, beloved and lovely as the violet: 

Humility is the fair-haired maid, that calleth worth her brother, 

The gentle silent nurse, that fostereth infant virtues: 

Humility bringeth no excuse; she is welcome to God and man: 

Her countenance is needful unto all, who would prosper in either world; 
And the mild light of her sweet face is mirrored in the eyes of her companions, 
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Co: is €8 lial 1 ful operation of the B 


? 
Publical . Without f 1 we « do nothing either with God, or 
man. It has a mighty be : ur earthly interests, and heav- 
enly too. Without confidence we can secure ne ither. Where there 
is no faith, there is no h c quently no maimspring of action 
and nothing accomplished; since without effort no object, however 
aesi b can be effect« 

Actions spring from ! nos; ar lings grow of faith. He that 
has no confidence in God, | none in men: he does not wish their 
welfare: he neither treats t ntly, nor trusts them strongly; be- 
cause |} knows himself un t trusted, he thinks confidence 
she | not be placed in oti His lack of faith withers and curses 
his ils a | ram » all with which it comes in 

! Suspicion, jt | distrust darken the mine 
and « harden the h the power that moves the 
ens nee nd » f r of enterprise: yes, want ol 
confdence takes aw tI ( ' of society, breaks the bonds « 
intercourse and dissolves t | of men; it whispers a sus- 
picion that those who! ‘for the benefit of the church and _ the 
elevation of their race, are selfishly seeking their own interest; the 
heart of humanity it sowers, and dries up the sources of Philanthropy 
al! charitable good—all benevolent enterprise, it cankers into bitter- 
ness and evil. 

‘So the Bedouin goeth armed, an enemy t 
The spear is stuck beside | wich, the dagger hid beneath his pillow 
For society, void of mutual trust, of credit, 1 of faith, 


Would fall asunder as a water spout, snapped from the cloud’s attraction.”’ 

He who cherishes a misbelieving, sceptical propensity, looks on 
others with distrust and has no confidence in brethren. Under the 
influence of such a disposition, he can neither make himself, nor 
the world better. Its tendency is to extinguish the last lingering ray 
of hope in the dark gloom of despair. Better fling away captious 
cautious doubts and bitter suspicions; and have unreserving trust in 
Ged, and confidence in brethren; and exercise sanguine hupe; so shal! 


we sow and reap the better. What does it signify, if we should be’ 
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t If one effort iis \ i 
toils never cease till the last ( id ne 
yur labors Upon this t 
spiritual affairs. What ought to | lone, we im t hus 
let us try to carry out our pul ition ent ! e 
ying until itis established on a br id firm basis. By God's 


blessing it may be done. 


In doctrine and measures we occupy a medium position in the reli- 
cious world. We have full confidence in the correctns yf « doc- 


trinal system. We believe it is the cc 


y9iden mean.’ Then does there not our 


iands a more vigorous and energetic effort t! e 
ior the spread of unsophistic ited truth that t ris ! ng 
outh of our families and churches may grow up with | nd in it 
and that thereby a foundation may be laid for mor land exten. 

good, when the present get ition shall have p | off the stage 


action. Should we not individually and collectively f it uty 


and a solemn responsibility resting upon us, to use every means with- 
in our grasp to spread the doctrines of our holy 1 peculiar 
nd primary principles upon \ i we are organized asa US 
ly; and make them to take d »)root in the moral and intellectual 
il of the heaven-favored land in which we took our existe . There 
are yet hundreds and thousand the great mass of our population 
vho have nat become enlicht lin the simple and prim ( 
ples of the truth as itis in Jesu it who « land would bei 
ed by that truth, if such meas were ol! put into operatiol s 
| lay its light before then nd yet, bret n, ¢ ( { 
ing, or that which comes very n it. § {we notl me 
t our unpardonable apath c Iness, and inactiv i ers 
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ry one in our ranks should be an Aaron or a Joshua, who would not 
think ita hard task to give such aid to the work as they can, and to 


support the hands of those employed in it. 


If ever there wasa time which demanded a united and persevering 
effort on our part, that time 1s now. We have arrived at the point 
where, it is indispensible to our present usefulness and future vitality 
Those, to whom the spirit, the word and the Providenee of God, im- 
parted the life of our denomination, and others who have drank most 
deeply into its life, are passing, and willsoon have passed off the 
stage of action. To perpetuate this real life, and pour it into the souls 
of those who come after them, Books are necessary; in them we heat 
the distant dead speak; thev are the food of thought; they make us 


partakers of the spiritual life of past generations; they constitute the 


channel of intercourse, communion, contact and sympathy betweeu 


the present and the past—the living and the dead; none can weigh 
their worth. Some of our neighbors appreciate the potent influence 
of the printed page. See their indefatugable zeal and indomitable perse- 
verance in establishing and extending their organizations for the publi- 
cation and circulation of books:—Look at the sacrifices they forego 
and the amount of funds they advance—the strong exertion they make, 
and the confidence and earnestness with which they appeal te the 


liberality of their fiiends and the ease with which they raise hundreds 


and thousands of dollars per year, for building up the principles and 
influence of their order—for spreading their peculiar doctrines and 
measures. It our desire and prayer to God that our churches and 
individual brethren may wake up to their responsibility upon this sub- 


ject. Whena voice from the throne of eternity, will soon announce 
to each “give an account of thy stewardship, for thou mayest no lon- 
ger be steward. When all is systematic, stirring and bustling activity 


around us, shall we alone stand idle all the day? Heaven forbid 1! 
How can we be indifferent and inactive? What, if some other bran- 
ches of the church, are of longer standing, and have greater numeri- 
cal and pecuniary strength; thiscan never exempt us from reponsi- 
bility. If we have but one talent, we must use it—the ability we have 
however small, must all be employed in advancing our master’s cause 
No christian, we think, can consistently say, [ have nothing to do. 
No denomination may refuse to bear its part in the intellectual en- 
lightenment and moral regeneration of the world. 

Brethren our golden opportunities are swiftly passing. What are 


we about? Shall the cause of Zion !anguish, and her children perish 
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the whole church; and thi f united 
done. 
And brethren generally, we submit the f 


consideration, with our good wishes for 


sincere prayer for the success and spread of trut 


strunientality. 
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THE CIRCUIT. SYSTEM 

IF IN OPERATION IN YOUR PRESBYTERY, SUSTAIN IT— 
IF FALLEN, RAISE IT UP AND BRINGIT INTO VITAL AND 
EFFICIENT ACTION. 








{ ConcLUDED. | 
In resuming our remarks on this subject, we propose to offer some 


reasons Presbyteries should sustain the old Circuit System.— 
This we me extent anticipated in our brief hints respecting 
the way is of doing it, in which we rather aimed to show 
how it 4 ne; but now our object js to insist that it should 
be doue 

Ist. Because it is Apostolical. The itinerant principle of operation 
is evidently embodied in the great commission delivered by our Sa- 


viour to his aposties and followers. He ‘spake unto them, saying, 
all power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, 
and teach all nations.’ Elsewhere, ‘‘He said unto them, Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.’’ Since by 
love known only in heaven, our Saviour came into the world, not to 
condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved 
his great heart of tenderness beats in the centre of his spiritual em- 


pire, and his large eye of pity is upon the lost, whom he came to seek 


and to save, the whole world for whose sins he is a propitiation.— 
How should we labor earnestly, powerfully and faithfully to set forth 
Christ crucified, as the sinner’s friend. Ifthis cannot rouse his friends 
and ministers to effort, to sustain toil, and excite enthusiasm, what 
will? That iat can, may be seen in the New Testament, especially in 
the acts of the apostles, which, as it were, constitute a Journal of itin- 
erant operatiuns, a narrative of the labors of travelling preachers. 
Even inthat early period of the christian era, when christians were 
disposed to flock together, they were scattered abroad by persecution, 
and thus made to spread the gospel, to preach repentance and remis- 
sion of sins among all nations: its principles, and nothing less, urged 
in their simplicity and in their power, can raise up fallen humanity. 
and make it according to its original design, the temple of the 1n- 
dwelling Spirit of God. Having reached the human heart, the gospel 
is borne from it, with all the power of a living experience, into the 
hearts of other men, and so one is made to deliver another from the 
eanker of evil which corrodes kim, and elevate his spirit to the high 
rank for which it was originally created. They, which are made alive, 
nay not live unto themselves, but must live unto him who died for 
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them and rose again. Never-dying, and always expanding love con- 
strains them to this: if it become so chilled and paralized for a sea-~ 
son as not to excite them to a fulfilment of their mission, they are vis- 
ited with the rod which breaks up their selfish ease and indolence, 
rouses to energetic action and sends them forth into the field of toil. 

Every christian is and must be a laborer. Every christian minister 
i¢ an apostle of the truth, entrusted with that treasure in earthern ves- 
sels whose value diamonds and pearls, silver aud gold cannot equal. 
The ministers and disciples of Christ have a high commission, the 
highest ever given; it requires them to be co-workers with him.— 
Their mission extends to the community in which they reside, to their 


country, and to the world. They are, as far as possible, to elevate 


man from selfish individuality to a state of disinterested brotherhood 
with his race, from the thraldom of low Instinets and brutalizing pas- 
sions, to a companionship with God—this is the province, the aim and 
the heart-stirring work of Christ's ministers and disciples. It is to 
regenerate men, the masse: men; to sanctify, to ennoble, to raise 
to happiness, to God, to | velopement and perfection of all 
the human powers. A difl t work truly. Neither martial glory 
the } nor governments, 1 commerce, nor tntrigue, nor the 
h »p f 1, nor even ¢ i n, in the common acceptation of that 
term, ¢ nolish it: the d heaven-appointed means of 
its ntis ti ,rexen fied in the lives of its ministers 
and fri id eloquently 1 on the heart and conscience: in 
no other way can imbruting sensuality among the refined, deep and 
universal corruption of the t s be uprooted and destroyed. 

The itinerant systern was a divinely appointed means in the prima- 
ry mission of the gospel. It w » ancient land-mark set by the 
fathers of our denomination, and we insist that their sons shall not re- 


move it; itis apostous 


i 


Qdly. By the Circuit System the largest territory can be occupied 
the greatest number o ) supported and kept in active employ- 
ment, and consequently the greatest number of destitute supplied with 
the preached word. This is so plain as to need no ilustration, and 


speaks much in favor of the itinerant principle. 

3dly. We should maintain the Circuit System, because in no other 
way can we supply thousands with the means of grace, who are ac- 
cessible to our ministry, and will remain destitute, if not supplied by 
us. Large masses of the population of our cities and large townsare 


not under religious culture. Many parts of the interior of our heavy 
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en favored country are not directly under the influence of the gospel! 


new States and Territories and frontier settlements, if the gos- 


st preached to the hardy, intelligent and enterprising emi- 


by the circuit rider, who will do it? Who else can break the 
ife to thousands of church members so remote fi the set- 
stor, as never to ve the opportunity of sitting und his min- 
If the Verant es not plant the guiding lights and up 
t tn I ells of salvation n ot y s 
( ( Texas and Ms ) yw or 
In é ious condition « €X- 
( f em; it cannot be « with 
yral eter l 

ive our Whole rt ely 
‘ The inclinat d 
» cir Ll i Ts mn 
others as permar -_ 
both evangelists and Is 
! of the worl J ( n 
we y ever Keepil nV . 
( { circuit ystem | ! - 

ol e. To use a milit y i ire, t 
) ‘ em as the permanent enals 
rrisol 1o tie aggressive movements of a well 
“i I cted arn the are ¢ en its 
1 and maintain ctories; so the pastor ( e im its 

ere § S| er the aggressive operations of the « 
" There is a mutual action and reaction of the one upon 
each imparting to, and deriving strength from the other,— 
tive of, but promoting the permanency and efficiency 
their combined action, bringing out strength and re- 
“i could not otherwise be developed, and so enabling the 


accomplish the end and aim of her organization. The cir- 


maintained, 


tem should | 
It bears the impress of the broad seal of Heaven's approba- 
The proof of this m y be seen in the New Testament, especial- 


acts of the apostles. 


Never was our denomination more blessed in its labors to promote 


the work of God than when the circuit system was in general opero- 


iong us. This fact is familiar to every one tie least acquaint- 


The reports of by-gone years on the state 
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of religion speak in a voice not to be mistaken on this subject. May 
the love of Christ ever be the active and primary element in the mas- 
ter passion of our ministry and church, combining education, genius 
and judgment, logic and passion, vehemence and self-control, like so 


many chemical elements, to produce that intense livid heat requisite 


to melt the rock and iron of the sinner’s heart. In her true oratorical 
fire she was effective in sion of the impenitent. Now, asin 
past years, may it burst o i from a burning mountain, and 
send abroad its streams « iilowed fire. May it burn in the 
hearts of vur ministers, that | sermons may be torrents of sacred 
fire that their spirits may be roused and emotion enkindled essential 
to the highest effect: no want of directness, concentration of thought 
and the forcible utterance of truth, that like a single bolt falling straight 
from heaven, it may barn, m ind rive whatever Opposes it. God 
forbid that there shou imong us the least tendency to re- 
pose on the pill ws ol <y, or in the treezing slumbers 
of indolence and delusis \ people may we ever have a 
deep experimental pe p | truth, and an intense feeling 
of its importance. 
6. The church must maintain an aggressive movement. It isn 


sufficient to protect herself from evils without. She must go forth at 


‘ 


seek to destroy them. She embodies, as primary elements of her or- 


ganization, the aggressive as well asthe delensis inciple. In car- 
rying out the aggressive principle, th 10 ffectual as the 
circuit system. It should be maintained. Thi if society, the 
end and aim of the guspel require it 

7. It will raise up in our ministry, just such met the church and 
the world need, filled with sympathy for the great masses of the peo- 


ple, able to reach their hearts and affects their lives. Such a ministry 
is most instrumental in converting the masses: itis the ministry we 
should rear up. In doing this the circuit system is a means of the 
firstimportance. Our ministry was never more powerful than when 
the circuit system was in active operation among us. Since the days 
of the apostle no equal number of men were more successful in pur- 
suading sinners to accept the overtures of reconciliation. If they 
were not able to write their names high upon the scroll] of the world’s 
history, they made their mark upon the human heart and stamped 
the impress of their zeal and pity upon human society. It is not 
the polish of the blade that is to be considered, nor the graceful man- 


ner in which it is brandished, but the keenness of the edge and the 
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light and salt of Bible truth ammong the unevangelized masses of native 


and foreign population If they do not urge the truths of the ¢ spel 
home upon their hearts, and if these truths are not blessed by the 
spirit willthe perishing millions at our doors be convertes Ws 
may despair of it, as well as the conversion of millions of heathens in 
their blindness. Yes all hope of our country’s salvation expires, 
The unrestrained passions of the gathering masses, in this broad and 


free Republic, stimulated to their wildest action, its constitution, goy- 
ernment and laws will one day be swept away, as the dashing volumes 


and rolling waves of fire sweey 


p away the grass of the prairie and the 


leaves of the forest. A terrible revolution will produce a new and 
wretched state of society. Ifsuch results may proceed from neglect 
of duty; then who will not be diligent in duty? May not the church 
expect christians to do their duty? will not the church occupy the 
high position for which it was brought mto existence? 

When we read the commission delivered to the church by our Lord 
the King; think of the destiny of millions around us, that of our chil- 
dren, the rising and iuture generations; can we slumber on? can we | 
stand idle all the day? No! No! Idleness and indifference spread 
stagnation and decay over the church, make Zion solitary and barren 
Let us take hold of the work with new energy and spirit, and if we 
fail, let those who come after us say ‘‘they died in high endeavors. \i 
God has put in our way favorable opportunities; if we seize them 
not, we hazzard much by delay, What is to be done, must be don i) 
atonce. Hell is stirred with activity, and earth is moved in the work | 
of ruin; Heaven urges co mighty efforts to save: can we be indolent 
and sluggish, and never act the part assigned us? Heaven pity us! 
groans of Calvary, the tearful cries of the desti- 


y 
o 5S 


The blood and dyin 





tute, the shrieks of despair, and the ceaseless wailings of the lost for- 


bid it! May your prayers, your offerings, and labors forbid it! The 





Lord wake you to increase and abound in these, thirty, sixty and an 
hundred fold. 


. 
GOD LOVES MANKIND. | 
The “Immortal Mentor’ contains the subjoined, in Dr. Scott's 
“Sure guide to happiness,” in which he very correctly and felicitous- 
ly remarks:— * * ‘But some men of gloomy and melancholic hu- 

mors, will ask, is it certain that God loves mankind? Surely the in- 
numerable favors which he lavishes upon us, must set his love bey- ’ 
ond all doubt. 
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k whether God loves mankind, is indeed to ask whether he is 


hich is the same as questioning his very existence; for how 
ssible to conceive a God without goodness? And what good- 
uld he have, were he to hate his own works, and to desire the 
of his creatures? A good prince loves his subjects; a good 
fath loves his children: we love even the tree we have planted; 
the house we have built; and is it possible for God not to love man- 


kind? Where can such a suspicion tise, except in the minds of those 


} } 


who form a capricious and barbarous being of God; a being who makes 
a cruel sport of the fate of mankind; a being who destines them be- 
fore they are born, to hell, reserving to himself one at most, in a mil- 
lion, and that one no more meriting that preference, than the others 
have deserved their damnation? Impious, blasphemous, who endea- 
vor to give me an aversion to God, by persuading me that I am the 
object of his aversion! 

You will say he owes nothing to me; well, but he owes something 
to himself; he must necessarily be just and denevolent. If a virtuous 
heathen could declare that he would much rather it should never be 
said that there was such a man as Plutrarch, than that he was cruel 
and revengeful, how mustthe Patner of mercies be displeased to 
find himself charged with such hateful qualities? 

Besipes, ! know that he loves me, by the very leve I feel to him; it 
is because he loves me that he has engraven on my heart this senti- 
ment, the most precious of all his gifts. His Jove is the source of 


* * This well agrees 


mine, as it ought to be, indeed a motive to it.” 
with the language of Holy Scripture. ‘We love him, because he first 
loved us: “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 


life,”’ 





